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Nagothana (N"agotna) division of Sanksi, was changed to a general levy of Es. 3, as it was found that they generally resided in hamlets near the limits of several villages, and did much damage to the forests. At the same time Government ordered that remissions should not be granted to the Khots in Sanksi and elsewhere in the Thana Collectorate, as they were not given in Eatnagiri, and disapproved of the Collector having lowered the commutation rate by Es. 3 below the current market value with a view to induce them and the Dharakaris to give remissions to their sub-tenants.
"With the exception of a revision of rates in a small area of garden lands in Eevdanda, in the Alibagh subdivision, carried out with the aid of Panchayats by the Political Agent in 1851, and in the following year in the salt rice lands of the same subdivision on the left bank of the Nagothana creek, the land revenue administration was carried on on the old Native system until the introduction of the regular Survey settlement between 1854 and 1866 ; and for the years 1837-38 to 1852-53 the revenue averaged E,s. 4,06,190. The rice lands were divided into four classes. The first in soil not liable to be flooded by salt water, and having a considerable depth of sweet land fitted to produce sweet rice; the second in soil liable to be flooded and with a salt subsoil near the surface, growing for the most part salt rice, but occasionally sweet; the third in land liable to be constantly flooded, and growing salt rice only; and the fourth in salt soil that had never been cultivated. The fifty-six villages in this tract were divided into four groups, according to their productiveness as ascertained from the average of the ten previous years, distance from market having apparently not entered into the calculation. These rates of assessment per bigJia varied from E. 1 to Es: 3, These rates on the whole appear to have worked well, and the people were reported by the Collector in 1856 to be in such thriving condition as to prefer to pay their whole rent at once instead of by instalments. In these villages the custom of the villagers turning out in a body to repair the rico embankments when endangered by floods, and being rewarded with a drink of liquor, was continued by order of Government, on the recommendation of the Political Agent. The cost of making the ordinary repairs was defrayed